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Logline

A mother & daughter are suspected of witchcraft by their devout rural community.

Short Synopsis

The Curse of Audrey Earnshaw explores the disturbed bond between Audrey, an enigmatic young woman,
and Agatha, her domineering mother, who live secretly as occultists on the outskirts of a remote Protestant
village. Following an ominous encounter between Agatha and a grieving townsman, and a rare sighting
of Audrey by a local, Agatha’s authority crumbles as Audrey asserts her dominance. Meanwhile, hysteria
mounts within the community as a mysterious pestilence spreads throughout the fields and livestock, yet
the Earnshaw farm remains strangely unaﬀected…
Set against the autumnal palette of the harvest season in 1973, The Curse of Audrey Earnshaw is a
nightmarish descent into the mythic.

Director Biography
Thomas Robert Lee

Thomas Robert Lee is an emerging Canadian filmmaker. His debut feature Empyrean
was independently financed and produced. Empyrean is a science-fiction drama,
told in black and white, about a man who experiences a psychic awakening after
emerging from a coma. His sophomore feature was The Curse Of Audrey Earnshaw,
a folk horror tale about a mother and daughter suspected of witchcraft by their
devout rural community. The Curse Of Audrey Earnshaw was produced with the
participation of Telefilm Canada.

Producer Biography
Gianna Isabella

Gianna Isabella got her start working as an assistant on big Hollywood
productions such as Interstellar, The Revenant and Cold Pursuit. She graduated
with a BFA in New Media from the University of Lethbridge where she
focused on all aspects of filmmaking. Isabella opened up Gate 67 Films in
2017 where her first client was Disney, whom she produced a VFX Plates
Unit for A Wrinkle In Time in Yellowknife, North West Territories. Shortly
after, she optioned the screenplay The Curse Of Audrey Earnshaw, which
completed production in 2019 and will have its World Premiere at Fantasia in
the Cheval Noir Competition August 22nd, 2020. The film is set to be distributed in Canada by A71
Entertainment and is represented for world sales by Epic Pictures Group.
In 2019 Isabella received the Telus STORYHIVE fellowship for the Banff World Media Festival and in
2020 won Emerging Producer with the CMPA alongside a group of delegates who were brought to the
Berlinale Film Festival.
Isabella is represented by the Characters Talent Agency in Toronto and the Van Johnson Management
Company in Los Angeles.

Production Company
Gate 67 Films

Gate 67 Films sets out to make films that are unique with elements that stand out, things we have not
seen in cinema before. Gate 67 Films opened up shop in 2017 by founder Gianna Isabella. Its first client
was Disney’s A Wrinkle In Time, which it produced a VFX Plates Unit for. After optioning the screenplay
for The Curse Of Audrey Earnshaw, the project was selected for the Frontieres Film Finance Forum in
Amsterdam and the Marche du Film, Cannes Film Festival Frontieres Platform Proof of Concept
screening in 2018. In 2019 Gate 67 Films formed a strategic alliance with HorizonOne, based out of
Toronto and The Curse Of Audrey Earnshaw went into production in Calgary, Alberta. The film is set to
make its World Premiere in the Cheval Noir Competition at Fantasia in 2020. Gate 67 Films recently
produced the music video UNDER PRESSURE for Leslie Odom Jr. off of his debut album, Mr., which
was released November 2019. Gate 67 Films has a number of projects that are currently in various stages
of development.

Director’s Statement
Thomas Robert Lee

I wanted to tell a story about legacy, and to specifically explore this theme within the context of a folk
horror narrative. In all honesty, I don’t recall much beyond that vague impetus as I began to develop this
project in 2014. While the script went through multiple iterations, some of which were quite a departure
from the preceding draft, my focus was always the same - a mother and daughter are suspected of witchcraft by their devout rural community. Characters and subplots came and went before the final direction
of the screenplay became apparent - to track two families simultaneously, both of which are ultimately
undone, but whose legacies live on.
The backdrop of the story is a community besieged by a pestilence of unknown origin - the crops have
failed, the livestock are dying - although the project was completed prior to the global pandemic we’re
currently living through at this time. Principal photography began in March 2019, which feels like a lifetime ago given everything that’s transpired in 2020. In the initial press release announcing production, I
made the following statement:
“… It is a film both for and about today – we are fractured, increasingly tribal, fearing ‘the other’. It is 2019,
yet we as a society remain trapped in some bygone era…”
I’m sure nobody could have predicted how much worse the global status quo could get in little over one
year. In my screenplay, the community grows increasingly desperate as their given circumstances grow
dire. In reality, the pandemic appears to have amplified hatred and xenophobia, or at least the voices of
those spewing hate speech. Obviously there is a world of difference between my screenplay and the very
real ramifications of the pandemic, but the similarities, however surface-level they may be, have certainly
been on my mind these past few months.

Key Cast
Catherine Walker
as Agatha Earnshaw
Catherine Walker is an Irish actress from Dublin,
notable for British and Irish television appearances
including The Clinic, Northanger Abbey, Bitter
Sweet, Critical and A Dark Song. More recently she
appears in the Netflix series Cursed and as a lead in
The Curse Of Audrey Earnshaw.

Key Cast
Jared Abrahamson
as Colm Dwyer
For a self proclaimed “blue collar fighter,” Jared
Abrahamson certainly has an interesting story.
Hailing from Flin Flon MB, a northern Canadian
mining town known for its rugged atmosphere
and harsh weather conditions. Jared spent his time
working hard in the mines and training mixed
martialarts with other homegrown fighters. At the
age of 20 he decided to pack his bags and head west
to chase another dream. He was going to be an actor.
Jared graduated from Vancouver Film School,
followed by numerous workshops and classes at
other Vancouver based schools such as the Actors
Foundry.
His first professional role was a lead in the Hallmark
Movie Finding A Family where he played an
emancipated teenager struggling to find a foster
family while studying hard to be accepted into
Harvard.
Along with acting, Jared continues to train mixed
martial arts and has a Professional MMA record
of 1-1-0 and a Muay Thai Kickboxing record of
2-0-0, where he fights under the name Wolfblood
Abrahamson, a homage to his northern roots.

Key Cast
Hannah Emily Anderson
as Bridget Dwyer
Hannah Emily Anderson is an actress, writer, producer, and director. Anderson has been a professional actor since graduating from George Brown
College’s three-year theatre conservatory program.
Born and bred in the prairies, Hannah is proud to
call Toronto her home. Anderson’s upcoming project is a supporting role in The Curse of Audrey Earnshaw (Gate 67 Films), in which she plays a troubled
Irish wife who descends into madness. Most recently,
Hannah had a supporting role in X-Men: Dark Phoenix (FOX) and the series lead in The Purge (Blumhouse Productions). Anderson wrote and directed
her first short film Come Back, in memory of Kent
Nolan, co-directed her second short film entitled
Five Things starring Abigail Winter, and wrote, produced, and starred in her latest short, I’d Rather Be
in Bed, set for 2020 Festival Release.
Anderson’s past television and film credits include
playing Sarah Jane, the sparky love interest of the
meth dealer-turned-ATF confidential informant
Charles Falco, on Gangland Undercover (Cineflix/A&E), and playing Chloe Channing, a Senior
Aide in the Attorney General’s oﬃce, on Shoot The
Messenger (CBC). Anderson’s leading roles include
Jigsaw (Lionsgate), What Keeps You Alive (Digital
Interface), and Love of My Life (Paragraph Pictures
Inc.) Anderson has had recurring roles on Lost Girl
(Showcase/ SyFy), and Reign (CW), supporting
roles on Girls Night Out (Incendo), Lizzie Borden (Sony/Lifetime) and a number of guest star
roles on shows such as Hudson and Rex (City TV),
When Hope Calls (Hallmark), Private Eyes (Global/
EOne), Killjoys (Temple St. Prod.), Remedy (Global) and Played (Muse Entertainment). Anderson has
also starred in a number of indie short films including Currency, Frozen Marbles, Jesse and Alice.

Key Cast
Geraldine O’Rawe
as Deirdre Buckley
Geraldine O’Rawe was born in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, and studied drama in London at the Webber
Douglas Academy, with appearances early on in her
career at the Moving Theatre Company, the Everyman Theatre and the Gate Theatre, London.
Her acclaim in these stage roles quickly led her to a
role in Pat O’Connor’s film Circle of Friends (1995),
alongside Minnie Driver, Saﬀron Burrows and Chris
O’Donnell. Her other feature work includes leading
roles in John Bailey’s Mariette in Ecstasy (2019),
Hans Jorg Gurn’s The Harpist (1999), and Marc
Evans’ intense Resurrection Man (1998), opposite
Stuart Townsend. She has also taken supporting
roles in Terry George’s Some Mother’s Son (1996),
Michael Winterbottom’s I Want You (1998), and
Kirsten Sheridan’s Disco Pigs (2001). After more
than 20 yrs, Geraldine’s most unusual and acclaimed
role of Mariette in Ecstasy received its World Premier
at Camerimage Film Festival, in Poland, (Nov 2019)
to rave reaction, calling her performance of a young
nun experiencing stigmata and ecstasy, a rare and
astounding performance.
On British television, O’Rawe has appeared in such
major dramas as Simon Shore’s The English Wife
(1995) and Tom Cairns’ Amongst Women (1998).
She lives in Toronto, and is married to director/
cinematographer Paul Sarossy.

Key Cast
Don McKellar
as Bernard Buckley
Don McKellar was born in Canada and has had
a varied career as a writer, director and actor. He
was the screenwriter of Roadkill and Highway 61,
and co-writer of Dance Me Outside, the Genie
Award-winning Thirty Two Short Films About Glenn
Gould and The Red Violin (he also appeared in the
latter two). He received a Genie Award as Best Supporting Actor for his role in Atom Egoyan’s Exotica
and the Prix de la Jeunesse at Cannes for his directorial debut, Last Night, which he also wrote and
starred in. He also wrote, directed and played the
lead in his second film, Childstar.
His stage writing credits include the five plays he
co-created with the Augusta Company and the book
for the musical The Drowsy Chaperone, for which he
won a Tony Award. He also wrote and starred in the
CBC television series Twitch City. Other film and
television appearances include David Cronenberg’s
eXistenZ, Atom Egoyan’s Where the Truth Lies and
the series Slings and Arrows for the Sundance Channel. He collaborated on the film adaptation of Jose
Saramago’s Nobel Prize-winning novel Blindness.
Directed by Fernando Mereilles, he also starred
with Julianne Moore, Gael Garcia Bernal and Mark
Ruﬀalo. His recent work includes the Max Films feature The Grand Seduction, for which he won a DGC
Award for Best Direction. He has also directed and
executive produced the CSA nominated series Michael: Tuesdays & Thursdays for CBC and Sensitive
Skin for TMN.

Key Cast
Sean McGinley
as Seamus Dwyer
Sean McGinley was born in 1956 in Gaoth Dobhair,
Donegal, Ireland. He is an actor and writer, known
for On a Clear Day (2005), Braveheart (1995) and
Michael Collins (1996). He has been married to
Marie Mullen since 1990. They have two children.

Key Cast
Introducing

Jessica Reynolds
as Audrey Earnshaw
Jessica is a 2019 graduate of LIPA (Liverpool
Institute for Performing Arts) – founded by Paul
McCartney. At the age of 17, Jessica landed the
regular role of Gwen in Morgana in a Television Pilot
for Disney and DHX Media. She went on to drama
school shortly after, and has gone on to play various
stage roles during her training to include: Beatrice in
Much Ado About Nothing, Rachel in Second Person
Narrative, Alais in The Lion In Winter and Pargeia
in Welcome To Thebes. Alongside her drama school
training Jessica continued to work professionally on
music videos, augmented reality work (Immersive
StoryLab), and devising work (Slung Low Theatre
Company). In 2020, Jessica will be appearing in new
comedy drama My Left Nut (Rollem Productions for
the BBC) where she plays the regular role of Rachael
as well as the title role in The Curse Of Audrey
Earnshaw.

EPIC PICTURES and HORIZONONE in participation with TELEFILM CANADA present
a GATE 67 FILMS production “THE CURSE OF AUDREY EARNSHAW”
CATHERINE WALKER JARED ABRAHAMSON HANNAH EMILY ANDERSON GERALDINE O’RAWE
with DON McKELLAR and SEAN McGINLEY and introducing JESSICA REYNOLDS
Casting by MAUREEN HUGHES and SARAH JONES Director of Photography NICK THOMAS
Music by THILO SCHALLER & BRYAN BUSS Costume Designers BENJAMIN TONER & KENDRA
TERPENNING Production Designer MELANIE RAEVN BRASCH Edited by BEN LEE ALLEN
Line Producer KYLE COOPER Executive Producers MARIE-CLAUDE POULIN JAMES MAHONEY THOMAS
ROBERT LEE BILL MARKS DIVYA SHAHANI GEORGE MIHALKA SUSAN CURRAN PATRICK EWALD
SHAKED BERENSON Produced by GIANNA ISABELLA
Written & Directed by THOMAS ROBERT LEE
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